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Are you a recent high 

school graduate or the parent 
of one? If so, it’s time to start 
considering a variety of finan-
cial services that are critical 
for college-bound individuals 
in today’s world. Services like 
ATM/Debit cards, credit 
cards, online banking, and 
checking accounts are neces-
sary financial tools for modern 
college students, all of which 
are available at Forest Area 
Federal Credit Union. 

As you or your son/
daughter turns 18 and heads 
off to school, it’s common to 
begin receiving a bombard-
ment of credit card offers 
through the mail, Internet, or 
even at school. Many of these 
offers sound great up front, 
but hide high interest rates or 

annual fees. Students who 
rack up large balances on 
these cards are putting them-
selves at an extreme disadvan-
tage, especially if they only 
pay the minimum payment 
each month. Instead of being 
tempted by these highly mar-
keted offers, students should 
work with an institution they 
know and trust, like FAFCU. 
Our credit cards carry a fixed 
interest rate and our loan offi-
cers will help you choose a 
credit limit that is manageable 
in your current financial situa-
tion. You will receive all the 
convenience of a Visa card, 
without the worries that go 
along with dealing with an 
unknown financial institution. 

Our other services, like 
ATM/Debit cards, allow you 

to access your money at any 
time from anywhere. Online 
banking lets you track your 
savings and credit card bal-
ances from any place with 
Internet access. You can even 
pay your credit card directly 
from your savings or checking 
account—instantaneously! 

For more information 
about any of these services, 
stop by your local Forest Area 
Credit Union location. We’ll 
sit down with you and explain 
all of our services in more 
detail, as well as answer any 
questions you may have about 
how our accounts work and 
how you can get your college 
career started off on the right 
foot! 
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Mortgage rates are cur-

rently at extreme lows, which 
makes this a perfect time to 
refinance your existing mort-
gage with Forest Area Credit 
Union! Use some of the eq-
uity in your home to add an 
addition or remodel a room, 
get rid of that credit card debt, 
or simply lower your monthly 
payments by taking advantage 

of a lower rate. We have a 
variety of both fixed and ad-
justable home equity and 
mortgage products that can 
help you accomplish these 
and many other goals. Of 
course, you can always apply 
for a new mortgage with 
FAFCU if you decide to pur-
chase a new home this sum-
mer. With our low rates and 

the ex-
tremely 
low 
home 
prices in 
today’s 
real-estate market, there’s 
never been a better time to 
buy. Whatever your mortgage 
needs, we can help! 
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· All offices will be 
closed on July 4th in 
observance of Inde-
pendence Day. 

· All offices will be 
closed on Monday, 
September 1st, in ob-
servance of Labor 
Day. Please plan ac-
cordingly! 

· Congratulations to 
Alexa Bach, Amanda 
Ocobock, Sarah 
Skiver, and Michelle 
Swanson—this year’s 
FAFCU scholarship 
recipients! 

Savings APYs* 
As of June 15, 2008 

Under $500 1.26% 

$500 to under 
$2,500 

1.51% 

$2,500 and 
over 

1.77% 

IRA Deposits 4.33% 

*APY stands for Annual 
Percentage Yield 

12 Month CD 2.53% 
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Fife Lake Branch 
638 Boyd St. 
PO Box 118 
Fife Lake, MI  49633 
Phone: (231) 879-4154 
Fax: (231) 879-3989 

Kalkaska Branch 
782 S. Cedar St. 
PO Box 901 
Kalkaska, MI  49646 
Phone: (231) 258-2665 
Fax: (231) 258-6781 

Kingsley Branch 
6966 Cougar Trail 
PO Box 642 
Kingsley, MI  49649 
Phone: (231) 263-3790 
Fax: (231) 263-3793 

Manton Branch 
516 N. Michigan Ave. 
PO Box 593 
Manton, MI  49663 
Phone: (231) 824-3060 
Fax: (231) 824-3362 
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We would like to extend a big thank you to everyone who has 
participated in our youth promotion over the past 18 months. 
Our goal to reach out to the youths in our community has ex-
ceeded our expectations , giving us great hope for the next gen-
eration. Our youth accounts have grown 18.5% since February 
of 2007, which equates to a full 371 new members of Forest 
Area FCU. Remember, as a non-profit membership-based or-
ganization, we have strength in numbers! Congratulations to 
all of our youth winners in the various promotional contests we 
have run and thank you to all the youths who are making an 
effort to establish a tradition of financial understanding. 

account number, username and password, 
or social security number. However, al-
ways remember that we already have 
your personal information on file and we 
will NEVER ask for it in an email. 

You should also be wary of phone 
calls requesting the same information. It 
is normal for our tellers to ask for some 
piece of identification, such as the last 
four digits of your social security number, 
when you call us, but we will not initiate 
contact with you and request this infor-
mation. 

Always be on the lookout for possible 
attempts to steal your personal informa-
tion. Keep your PINs and passwords se-
cret and never include your personal in-
formation in any type of unencrypted 
email. By following these simple rules, 
you are sure to keep your personal infor-
mation safe! 

Despite the many warnings we see on 
the news, on the Internet, and even in 
prior issues of our own newsletter, we at 
FAFCU are still seeing many instances of 
identity theft and other financial fraud in 
our area. This fraud can occur in many 
different ways and some of the best pro-
tection you can have is simply a knowl-
edge of those fraudulent methods. 

One of the most common types of 
fraud we see is known as phishing. Phish-
ing is when people try to steal your per-
sonal information through fraudulent 
means via email. These emails usually 
appear to be legitimate and may present a 
seemingly reasonable argument for col-
lecting your personal information. Many 
times, the sender will try to make you 
panic by stating that your account will be 
terminated or legal action will ensue if 
you do not respond to the email with your 

Board of Directors 

Lee Sandy—Chairman 
Donald Crawford—Vice Chair 
Polly Piltz—Treasurer 
Zelda Gill—Secretary 
Richard Gray—Board Member 
Greg Larr—Board Member 
Rex Reed—Board Member 

Asset Size as of 05/31/08 

$66,885,005.30 

Number of Members as of 05/31/08 

11,513 
 

Our mission is to provide our members 
with quality financial services, giving spe-
cial attention to their individual needs. 
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visiting any of our loca-
tions on September 19 
for juice, coffee, and 
cake. We’ll even have a 
few prize drawings to 
help us say thank you for 
twenty-five wonderful 
years. We hope the next 

twenty-five are as terrific as the first! 

Forest Area Federal Credit Union is 
getting ready to celebrate a big birth-
day—25 years! From our humble begin-
nings in the back of a Fife Lake bait 
shop, to our current membership popula-
tion of over 11,500 members and four 
office locations, our history is one we 
are proud of and we owe it all to you! 
Help us celebrate this important date by 

Did you know you can find informa-
tion about all of our items for sale on our 
website? Just go to www.forestarea.com 
and click on the Items for Sale link along 
the top or left side of the page. You’ll see 
a list of any homes or vehicles we cur-
rently have for sale, along with a picture 
of the item itself. Check regularly! 
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Forest Area FCU 
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